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CHANGING LIVES HERE, FOREVER.

Across our region, throughout Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, and

Leelanau Counties, we see the many ways giving generously has enriched

Like you, we love our

communities and want to see

the places and lives of people we hold dear.

We see kids and families biking and walking as part of daily life, committed to

better health and well-being. We see water, forest, and farming landscapes

them thrl Ve, fbrg(jer‘ | ; . protected, preserving the natural environment we enjoy today for future

generations. We see libraries creating essential community spaces for social

connections and endowing a deep sense of belonging.

At your Community Foundation, we are focused on the people and the places

in our community. We partner with you, making long-term investments in

causes that matter most and improve life for all in our region. Every day, we

see how the generosity of our donors has enriched our region. By continuing

to work together, we can envision how that generosity, passed on through

generations, will change lives in our region, forever.




We award grants
and scholarships to

organizations that are

MAKING LIFE
BETTER

in our region.

WHAT WE DO BEST

We partner across
sectors throughout our

region to make

OUR COMMUNITY
MORE VIBRANT.

We help people make
LONG-TERM

INVESTMENTS

to ensure giving is

sustainable and ongoing

for generations.
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For the past several years, the Kalkaska DDA has been planning a major downtown
revitalization project called Railroad Square. They knew that the multi-faceted
design—including an information center, large indoor event space, commercial
kitchen, greenspace, and a number of other public amenities—would require access
to funding. In 2014, they were suddenly faced with the reality that the Village no
longer had access to significant resources needed to make the project a reality.
Being removed from the low- and moderate-income list administered through HUD

significantly limited funding opportunities for the project.

Cash Cook, Director of the Kalkaska DDA, rallied local groups, including the Community
Foundation, to pool the funds necessary to get the community re-surveyed. With the
results of the survey, Kalkaska was back on track to unlock government funding and

matching grants.

“Without the help of the Community Foundation, we wouldn’t have gotten the survey

done and we wouldn’t have gotten this project off the ground,” said Cash.

Construction is underway and the Kalkaska DDA hopes Railroad Square will be
completed by the end of the year and serve as a community asset that catalyzes

continued economic growth for their downtown.
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SUSTAINING GENERATIONS AHEAD

Generations Ahead launched in 2018 with support from the Community Foundation
and in collaboration with local donors. Though a new organization, Generations
Ahead continues a decades long history of supporting pregnant and parenting teens

in our community.

“We provide meaningful programming and support for our clients to strengthen their
social interactions and engagement with their families, peers, mentors, and most

importantly, their children,” said Marjie Rich, Generations Ahead executive director.

Generations Ahead focuses on three key elements—providing a network of support
services to its clients, matching teen parents with mentors, and focusing on the
parents’ completion of high school—all of which have significant long-term impacts

on the lives of teen parents and their children.

“Definitely the support was the most valuable thing about Generations Ahead,
because | felt extremely alone,” said a program client. “When | had a mentor, it was
the best thing ever. | had someone who was unbiased, who just listened, and was

compassionate. That's all | needed, even if it was for five minutes.”



YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

Jaeger Griswold, an incoming senior at Ellsworth Community School, was introduced
to the Youth Advisory Council program when he was a sophomore. YAC students are
responsible for awarding grants of more than $70,000 annually to support nonprofits

focused on youth and family programs.

Through YAC, Jaeger and his fellow members have opportunities for hands-on
learning related to grantmaking, connecting with meaningful youth programs and

services in the region, and developing their own leadership skills.

YAC has also unlocked new opportunities for Jaeger to continue learning and growing
as a leader. He now serves on the YAC Leadership team and was recently named to
the Keep America Beautiful National Youth Advisory Council—a national program

that accepts just 17 representatives.

“The Youth Advisory Council has given me the opportunity to learn about organizations
in our community,” said Jaeger. “YAC helps our surrounding communities in ways that

just one person cannot do on their own.”

“Participating in YAC means | get to be a part of an

organization bigger than myself, to further benefit my
peers. Because of YAC, | am able to work with other

students my age for the betterment of our society.”



We are building a
diversified, thriving

REGIONAL
ECONOMY.

We are focused

on improved

HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING

for all people.

We are restoring

and protecting

OUR NATURAL

RESOURCES.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COALITION

With a shared pursuit of overall growth, prosperity, and sustainability for our region,
the Community Development Coalition was formed in 2019 to tap into the collective

power of working together to achieve transformational change for our region.

The Community Foundation has provided focused and collaborative leadership—
convening government, business, and nonprofit partners to set shared goals
and priorities that promote sustainable economic development, societal, and

environmental outcomes.

“As an organization built to serve and enhance the entire community, the Community
Foundation is uniquely suited to serve as the connector and convener of this effort,”
said Warren Call, Traverse Connect President and CEO. “Foundation leadership holds

a broad view and vision to support a comprehensive, coordinated effort like this.”

The Coalition is driven by the power of working together to ensure the region is a

thriving place for all people who live, work, and play here.

“Qur region is full of vibrant, wise, dedicated leaders and organizations within the
public, private, and nonprofit sectors,” said Call. “This project is our collective
opportunity to work better together to create the region we want to be today, and in

generations to come.”






“We see good things happening in the area and are happy to support these issues.
We hope we're making a small impact by making our area a great place to live now

and into the future.”

During their years working in education, Richard and Kimiko started a savings plan,
putting away small amounts of their paychecks each month. They worked hard
and lived frugally, and as they approached retirement, saved even more and took

advantage of contributing to their IRA.

For the Williams, using their IRA for giving now offers them tax advantages and the

opportunity to use those funds to benefit the community.

“We like to focus our impact on education about the environment; encouraging
others to be involved in their natural environment; and preserving and encouraging

the use and enjoyment of the natural resources we have.”

Through endowment giving and plans for an estate gift, Richard and Kimiko have

also ensured that the giving they're doing now will be sustained long into the future.

“We know gifts we make today will still be gifted for the benefit of the community

after our lifetime. It's good to know our gifts will last.”



Will and Joan Larson shared their commitment to community through their giving.

For 30 years, they gave through their family foundation.

“Will and Joan had a great fondness for the Leelanau County area and the people
who live here,” said Larry Nelson, a friend of the Larsons. “During their lifetimes they

generously assisted many individuals and community organizations.”

As part of a strategy to ensure they could continue to give beyond their lifetime,
the Larsons gifted a portion of their foundation assets to create an endowment at
the Community Foundation. This allowed them to remain actively engaged in their
philanthropy while living and also be assured that the causes and communities they

cared about would be supported in their name, for generations to come.

After Joan's passing in 2017 and Will'sin 2019, the Wilfred and Joan Larson Endowment
was the beneficiary of gifts they planned for during their lives—further growing the

impact that the Larsons will have on causes they cared about in our region.

“It is wonderful to know that as a result of them establishing an endowment at the

Foundation, their generous support to the region will continue in the future.”




728 AWARDS TO SUPPORT
311 NONPROFITS

230 AWARDS TO SUPPORT
1 94 STUDENTS

RANGING FROM

$10 T0 $1M

TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Friends of the Foundation,

Throughout this report, there are stories focused on what we do best—awarding grants,
collaboratively leading on key issues, and partnering with donors to plan and steward

their giving.

These stories are made possible because of generous contributions made by you and
others over the course of our history. Investing in our mission and work provides grant
dollars that sustain effective organizations and unlock access to new resources. Your
support enables leadership focused on connecting diverse partners and developing
future generations of leaders. Your gifts—large and small, given now and in the future—

make meaningful impact possible in our region and local communities.

As we reflect on the past year, we are grateful for the support we've received and
that we, in turn, have been able to offer. As we look ahead, we are optimistic about
opportunities to have even greater impact for the benefit of this place, and the people

that work, play, and live here.

Like you, we love it here, and we want to see our communities—and the people here—

thrive, forever. Thank you for being a part of making this possible.

Roger Perry David Mengebier
President and CEO

Board Chairman
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statement of activities

Net Assets
beginning of year

Endowment Gifts
Non-Endowment Gifts
Total Gifts

Investment & Other Income
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Unrealized Market Gain or (Loss)

Total Revenue

Endowment Grants
Non-Endowment Grants
Total Grants

Operating Expenses
Other Expenses

Total Grants & Expenses

Net Assets
end of the year

investment returns versus benchmark

1YEAR

3YEAR

5 YEAR

2019
$57,827,422

$ 2,351,234

$ 1,125,603
$ 3,476,837

$ 1,567,729
$ 9,663,252

$14,707,818

$ 2,193,711

$ 1,103,641
$ 3,297,352

$ 1,024,333
$ 246,054

$ 4,567,739

$67,967,501

-20.78%

-22.17%

8.98%

9.30%

6.56%

6.67%

2018
$61,011,702

$ 3,259,103

$ 1,243,587

$ 4,502,690

$ 2,050,553
$ (6,058,797)

$ 494,446

$ 2,034,519

$§ 679,040
$ 2,713,559

$ 905,806
$ 59.361

$ 3,678,726

$57,827,422

actual

benchmark
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GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY
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Additionally, thank you to the
following individuals for their
years of service on the Board:
Tom Wiltse

Julie Falconer

Chuck Mueller

Jeff Wonacott

KALKASKA

David Mengebier, President and CEO

Paul Kester, Vice President, Finance and Administration

Alison Metiva, Vice President, Strategic Engagement and Programs
Steve Wade, Vice President, Gift Planning

Gina Thornbury, Program Officer

Pam Amundsen, Communications Officer

Joan Hughes, Administrative Donor Support Associate

Brittany Morton, Program and Administrative Associate




When you give to the Community Foundation, you are making a
statement—you care about this place and the people here both now and
for generations to come. You demonstrate your commitment to building

healthy, resilient, thriving communities today and for the future.

Your gifts—large and small—make a meaningful difference. You make
it possible for our arts organizations to bring vibrant, dynamic, creative
experiences to our region. You protect our water supply, land, and natural
resources. You provide support and stability for local families if and when
local economics shift. You offer support for our region to be resilient in the

face of change. You help make this community better.

Your investment in the Community Foundation is an investment for good.

Your gifts today mean this region will be an even stronger, healthier place

in the future—one we all love, and one that is better for all of the people here.
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Dave and Liz Rollert

Bradley Rollings

Ron Romero and Kathy Gwinn Romero
The Roos Family

Marvin Rorick Trust

Larry and Judy Ross

Rotary Charities of Traverse City
Rotary Club of Mancelona
John and Barbara Rothhaar
Royal Farms

Deborah Rudisel

Pug Rundio

Jeffrey Rush

Rick and Cindy Sack

James and Verna Sak

Samels Family Heritage Society
Louis and Nancy Sanford
William and Mary Lou Sankbeil
Dr. Joel Saper

Ross and Kerry Satterwhite Charitable Gift Fund
Martha Scarborough

Janet Schaefer

Amy and Ed Schindler

Kurt and Karen Schmidt
Elizabeth Schmidt-Starks

John and Elizabeth Schneider
Andrew Schroer

Susanne Schroer

Wally and Pat Schroth

George and Dawn Schubert
Katherine Schultz

Scorpions Motor Cycle Club, Inc. - N. Ml Chapt.
Scott Warren Agency

John and Mary Scott

Nathan Scott

George Seifried

Rosalind Sell

Shannon Family Foundation
Eleanor Shaw

Stan Sheridan

Jackie Shinners

Andrew Shotwell

Duane and Chris Shugart
Alexes Shuman

Siebenthaler Foundation

Janet and Terry Sieting
Catherine Sivits

Kayla Six

Ted and Kelly Slater

Ken and Sandy Sleder
Elizabeth Slotnick

Dudley and Kim Smith

Gregg and Dee Smith

Jon Smith

Drs. Mark and Ann Smith

Marsha Smith and Thomas Gilbert
Dr. Bill and Mary Smith

Paul and Maureen Smyth

Dr. Peter and Kristin Sneed
Jeanne and John Snow

Ava Snyder and Juanita Reyes
Greg and Jennifer Snyder

Larry and Linda Sommerville
John and Bonnie Sonnemann
Bob and Carla Spalten

Joanne Sprouse

Stephen H. and Penny K. Staelin Fund
Joe and Joan Stafford

Mary Stamm

James and Jill Stander

Bill and Cherrie Stege

Thomas Stephenson and Laura Savoie
James and Donna Stevens
Douglas Stewart

Patricia Stinson and Mark Videan
Drs. Troy and Carrilyn Stobert
Victor and Jerri Strecher
Swanny’s Corner Market

Russ and Jane Swanson

John Sznewajs

Carol Taberski

Jason and Jennifer Tank

Ann Tavis

Traverse City Music Boosters
TCAPS

Lester and Joanne Teague

Troy and Betty Teeple

Brandt and Susan Tefft

Nancy Templeton

Troy and Mary Terwilliger

The Local

David Thelen

Richard Thelen

Thomas Builders

Audrey Thomas

Will Thomas

Thompson and O'Neil, P.C.
Thompson Surgical Instruments
Carolyn Thompson

Gina and Ryan Thornbury

John and Amy Thornbury

Denny and Kathy Tilley

Drs. Harrison Tong and Andrea Goethals
Top O The Hill Daycare

Martha Topol and David Kirby
Marcy Traub

Traverse Bay Twilight Rotary Club
Traverse City Administrators Assoc.
Traverse City Central Athletic Boosters
Traverse City Tourism

TC Transportation Association
TC West Titan Athletic Boosters
Duane and Gay Travis

Corey and Sarah Treadway
Tri-Gas Distributing Co.
Tricoastal Foundation

Tom and Sue Trumbull

Richard and Anne Tryon

Gordon and Kathryn Tulgestke
Fred and Shawn Ulreich

Joanna Unger

United Way of Northwest Michigan

Louise Uphold

Durette Upton

USS Indianapolis Survivors Organization

Wendy Vanderheide

Mark and Suzanne Vanderklipp

Wayne Vanderploeg

Martha VanEenenaam-lwanicki

Melissa Veasey

Jon and Linda Veliquette

Norman Veliquette

Peter Viall

Karen Viskochil

Elizabeth Vogan

Voice Motor Sales

Kim and John Volk

Mary Vollink

Suzy Voltz

Angelo and Michele Vozza

Steve and Linda Wade

Andi Wagenschutz

Dennis and Jessica Wagner

Reese Wagner

Lisa Walda

Richard and Mary Walker

Scott and Polly Walker

Suzanne Walker

Kent and Nancy Walton

Steven Walton

Drs. Lawrence and Jamie Warbasse

Patricia and Kenneth Warner

Jill Webb

Barbara Gilmore Weber

Ann Weirauch Brine

Ellen Welch

Catherine Werts

Westwoods PTO

Charles Whitney Il

Harry and Susan Wiberg

The Wildfong Family Foundation

St. Louis Comm. Foundation Helena and Orlie
Wilkening Fund

Tom and Sally Wille

Richard and Kimiko Williams

Thomas Williams

Ron Williamson

Bonnie Willings

Frank and Beverly Winders

Eric and Barbara Winkelman

Susan Wischman

Douglas Wisniewski and Lori Frank

Jesse Wolff

Jeffrey and Michelle Wonacott

Judith Veliquette Wonacott

Dick Woods and Kathy Brigman Woods

Randy and Joan Woods

Wayne and Sharon Workman

Helen Wransky

Keith Wright

Kurt and Kamala Wright

Writers Series of Traverse City

Dr. Tom and Katie Yax

John and Pam Yeager

Ronald and Martha Yocum

Dr. Kari Young

Kimberly Yourchock

Frank and Ruth Zinn

Zonta Club of Traverse City Service Fund
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